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The article reveals the results of an investigation carried out to identify stylistic devices and expressive means in the
representation of current political events in the British media. Contemporary media is a powerful tool for sharing and
expressing opinions on socio-political events, analyzing the language and providing authentic material for fostering media
literacy and critical thinking in educational contexts. The ability to understand and evaluate such texts also offers EFL
learners an opportunity to develop language skills for specific purposes in fields such as law, politics, and international
relations.

From the perspective of media linguistics, the language of news not only informs audiences but also constructs par-
ticular interpretations of reality. Analysis of lexical and grammatical choices, metaphorical expressions and other language
strategies allows researchers to understand how media texts potentially influence public perception, reinforce ideologies,
condemn or support opinions and shape political discourse. This approach to study stands at the intersection of linguistics,
stylistics, journalism, and communication studies, emphasizing a vast role of language in all spheres of human activity.
The presented investigation focused on analysis of recent news articles covering various political events across the world,
with special attention to their lexical and stylistic context. The results demonstrated how British media employs a variety
of language strategies, including evaluative adjectives, metaphors, euphemisms, and other expressive devices, to convey
meaning, emphasize particular aspects of political events. Additionally, the usage of direct quotations, striking headlines,
rhetorical questions is common, highlighting attempts to engage readers. These findings contribute to a vast corpus of
similar research additionally stressing how specific linguistic choices can shape ideological perspectives and highlight the
importance of critical engagement with media context. The prospects of further research include a comparative analysis
of linguistic and stylistic strategies in British and Ukrainian media to identify national peculiarities in representing political
events and shaping public opinion.
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Y cTaTTi Npe3eHTyTbCA pesynbTaTti AOCMIAKEHHS, NPOBEAEHOI0 3 METOK BUSIBMEHHS CTUNICTUYHMX 3acobiB Ta ekc-
NPECMBHUX NPUNOMIB Yy NPeACTaBMEHHI akTyarnbHMX MNOMITUYHMX nogin y GpuTaHcbkmx 3MI. CyuacHi Media € noTyXHUM
iHCTPYMEHTOM AMS NOLUMPEHHS Ta BUCMOBIEHHS AYMOK LLOAO COLianbHO-MOMITUYHMX eni3ogiB, aHanidy MoBW Ta HajaHHS
aBTEHTUYHOrO Marepiany Ans po3BUTKY MegiarpaMOTHOCTI Ta KPUTUYHOMO MUCIEHHS. 34aTHICTb PO3YMITW Ta OLiHIOBaTK
Taki TEKCTU HaJae MOXIIMBICTb PO3BMBATM MOBHI HABWUYKM HA 3aHATTSAX 3 IHO3EMHOT MOBYW NS cnevuianbHWX Winew y Takux
cepax, Sk npaBo, NofiTMKa Ta MiXKHapPOAHi BiGHOCUHMN.

3 ToYkM 30py MedianiHrBiCTUKK, MOBa HOBUH He nuLle iHhOopMyeE ayauTopito, ane v Hagae NeBHI iHTepnpeTadii peanb-
HOCTI. AHani3 NeKCUYHMX Ta rpamaTUyHnX PopMyntoBaHb, MeTadOPUYHMX BUCMOBIB Ta iHLIMX MOBHUX CTpaTeriii 403BONse
3pO3yMITU, SK MELiINHI TEKCTU NMOTEHLIMHO BMNUBAIOTbL Ha iX CNPUNHATTSA rPOMaACLKICTIO, 3aKpinmtoTh iAeonoril, CnpusoTb
41 3aCyAXYIOTb NEBHI AYMKM Ta POPMYOTb NONITUYHWI AMCKYPC. Takui nigxig 4o BUBYEHHS nepebyBae Ha NepeTuHi NiHrBi-
CTVKW, CTUNICTVKM, XYPHANICTUKM Ta KOMYHIKaLiNnHWX AOCNISKEeHb, NIOKPECMoYM BENMYE3Hy ponb MOBM Y BCiX cdepax
noACkKOT AisnbHOCTI. [peactaBneHe ocnNioKeHHS 30cepe;pKyBarnocs Ha aHanisi OCTaHHiX HOBUHHMX MaTepianis, Lo 0X0-
NAKOKTE Pi3HI NOMITUYHI NoAiT y CBITi, 3 0COGNMBOO yBarok A0 iIXHbOro JIEKCUYHOTO Ta CTUMICTUYHOIO 3MicTy. PesynstaTtu
nokasanu, wo 6putaHceki 3MI BUKOPUCTOBYOTb PiIBHOMAHITHI MOBHI CTparterii, BKO4aouM OUiHHI MPUKMETHUKK, MeTa-
dopu, eBhemiamu Ta iHLWI ekcnpecuBHi 3acobu, LWob nepeaaTyt 3Ha4YeHHS, NiAKPECTUTM OKPEMi acneKTy MOMITUYHMX NOAINA.
Kpim TOro, mowumpeHe BUKOPUCTaHHSA NPSIMUX LMTaT, SCKpaBMX 3arofioBKiB, PUTOPUYHUX 3anuTaHb MigKpecnioe cnpobu
3auikaButn yntadis. Ui pesynstati 4ogatoTe 3HAYHOMO BHECKY [0 BEMMKOro KOpnycy MoAibHMX JochimxeHb, O4ATKOBO
NigKpecnioyu, sk cneuudivHi MOBHI BUOOPU MOXYTb hopMyBaTH iAEONOriYHi NEPCNEKTUBU Ta BAXIMBICTb KPUTUYHOTO
CTaBrneHHs 40 Mefia-KoHTeKCTy. [epcnekTnBy noganbluvx AOCHMKEHb BKMHOYaOTb NOMMUONEHe BUBYEHHS reHAEpHUX
Ta HauioHanbHWX 0cobnNMBOCTEN Y BUCBITIEHHI HOBWH, @ CaMe — NOPIBHANbHUIA aHani3 f1eKCUKO-CTUNICTUYHNX CTpaTerin
OpUTaHCBEKMX i ykpaiHCbkux 3MI.

Knro4oBi cnoBa: nybniuncTnyHnin guckypc, Media niHreicTMKa, MOBHI CTpaTerii, CTURICTUYHI 3acobu, OLiHHa Nekcuka.

Statement of the problem. In contemporary  opinion. Informational function of press intricately
domestic and foreign media framework, publicist connects with the skill to emotionally influence the
style unprecedently stands out in its flexibility and  reader which is demonstrated in usage of vivid stylis-
ability to accurately and expressively present and  tic devices such as metaphors, euphemisms, aphoris-
evaluate socio-political events thus shaping public  tic expressions, evaluative and expressive vocabulary,
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neologisms, and rhetorical techniques that enhance
the emotional impact of the text. This style not only
responds promptly to changes in socio-political life
but also reflects current linguistic trends and tenden-
cies. Such texts represent the specificity of national
identity, shaping images and concepts characteristic
of a particular cultural environment, and serve as
a valuable source for authentic language research.
Thus, while a variety of definitions of the term “pub-
licist discourse” exist, this paper will rely on the defi-
nition provided by O. Zaluzhna and O. Kholodiuk
[1, p. 136 ]| “publicistic style is a functional style of
language that serves a wide range of social relations
(political, economic, cultural, sports-related, etc.)
and operates in mass media, including print, audio,
and video sources”. Consequently, due to the ever-
changing subject matter of the discourse, its study
makes it a particularly relevant and valuable object
of linguistic and stylistic research, providing insights
into both the evolution of language and the ways pub-
lic opinion is shaped.

Within the interdisciplinary field of media lin-
guistics, which studies how language functions in the
media space, the analysis of publicist discourse gains
particular relevance especially in the field of philol-
ogy. It aligns with the principles of Critical Discourse
Analysis (hereinafter - CDA), which is an approach
to studying language that sees it as part of social life,
not only examining how people use language but
also how language helps to shape society. With this
in mind the research relies on the explanation of CDA
presented by Thomas N. Huckin: “...is a relatively
new addition to the varieties of text analysis availa-
ble to the second-language teacher and researcher. It
could best be characterized as an approach or attitude
toward textual analysis rather than as a step-by-step
method...It tries to take into account the most rele-
vant textual and contextual factors, including histor-
ical ones, that contribute to the production and inter-
pretation of a given text” [2, p. 78]. In line with this
interpretation, the study combines textual and con-
textual examination of news reports. This approach
allows for a comprehensive analysis of how lexical
and stylistic features in British media contribute to
constructing public understanding of political events.

With this in mind, T. N. Huckin further suggests
that CDA analysts abstain from jargon lexis in the
conduction of the analysis rather trying to make
their craft as clear as possible to broader audiences
[2, p- 79]. The researcher additionally points out his
approach to CDA, namely: “I try to approach a text
in two stages. First, [ play the role of a typical reader
who is just trying to comprehend the text in an uncrit-
ical manner... Second, I then "step back" from the
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text and look at it critically. This involves revisiting
the text at different levels, raising questions about it,
imagining how it could have been constructed dif-
ferently, mentally comparing it to related texts...”
[2, p. 81]. This two-step approach proves useful for
analyzing the stylistic and grammatical features of
political media discourse, as it enables both linguistic
description and critical reflection on meaning con-
struction and context interpretation.

Uncovering implicit messages, biases and other
language strategies contributes to a deeper under-
standing of media discourse and persuasive power of
a language as a whole. The ability to evaluate mes-
sages and critically assess the meanings is an invalu-
able tool for an individual in navigating contempo-
rary events. Therefore, the topicality of the research
lies in its integration of linguistics, media studies,
critical and language analysis.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
In recent years, much attention has been paid to the
investigation of media discourse from various perspec-
tives, including comparative analysis of English and
Ukrainian publicist discourse, the peculiarities of news-
paper headlines, the usage of slang and neologisms as
well as the employment of certain grammar structures
to convey an unbiased and objective point of view.

A considerable amount of literature has been pub-
lished on the aspects of using metaphors in modern
English-language journalism, in particular a recent
study by L. Voinalovych and V. Khmara into this
topic highlighted the pragmatic impact of metaphors
on the audience. The researchers mention their abil-
ity to mobilize public opinion, evoke empathy, and
change priorities and emphasis in the perception of
news content. It is established that the use of meta-
phorical constructions in journalistic discourse not
only facilitates the transfer of information, but also
plays a key role in the construction of political, eco-
nomic and social narratives [3, p. 196].

An extensive study on expressive language usage
in contemporary Ukrainian and English media was
conducted by I. Zavalniuk, V. Bohatko, O. Pavlyuk
and N. Kukhar. The researchers have compared The
Guardian and “Ukrainska Pravda” in terms of news
coverage and usage of expressive syntax to achieve
communicative and pragmatic goals. The authors
have summarized that both media outlets reflect the
unique cultural and contextual characteristics of their
respective audiences. It has additionally been con-
cluded that The Guardian often employs complex
syntactic constructions that encourage careful analy-
sis and reflection, whereas “‘Ukrainska Pravda” more
frequently utilizes direct and emotionally charged
syntactic structures to engage readers [4].
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The purpose. While numerous studies have
investigated linguistic strategies in media discourse,
the purpose of this article is to offer an additional per-
spective of language phenomena used for the cover-
age of recent socio-political events in British media.
By taking into account previously mentioned strate-
gies and results of prior investigations, this study aims
to highlight how these choices convey hidden mean-
ing, evaluation and influence readers’ interpretation.

Presentation of the main material. The material
for the study includes socio-political articles pub-
lished in leading British media outlets (The Guardian,
The Telegraph, BBC) in 2025. The choice of the arti-
cles was determined by the relevance of current polit-
ical events in the framework of the research, the pres-
ence of rich lexical and stylistic features, and their
function in eliciting emotional feedback. The British
media traditionally stands out as the most influential
and reliable. BBC, The Guardian, The Times, The
Telegraph, despite maintaining their original ideol-
ogies (neutral, conservative, liberal), demonstrate
the combination of informational accuracy and con-
textual appropriateness (for instance adherence to
journalistic conventions, legal lexis, international
relations terms, where needed) and evaluative assess-
ment conveyed through a range of lexical, grammati-
cal, and stylistic devices.

Taking the specificities of media discourse into
account, a series of methods was employed to effec-
tively conduct the research. Namely, descriptive
analysis for the explanation of linguistic phenomena,
contextual analysis — for determining the meanings
and communicative functions of lexical and stylistic
devices within the texts, comparative method — for
identifying the usage of these and other linguistic
strategies across various British media outlets in
consideration.

As it has been mentioned, communication in the
media often relies on persuasive and emotionally
charged language. One of the most powerful tools
is a metaphor. Two common sources of metaphor
in politics are sport and war, both of which involve
physical contests of some sort. Both politicians
themselves, and those who report politics, use these
metaphors [5, p. 21]. Continuing this line of thought
L. Voinalovych and V. Khmara outline that meta-
phors contribute to the construction of a positive or
negative image of political figures and phenomena,
setting a certain axiological paradigm in the mass
consciousness. Thus, metaphor in modern English-
language journalistic discourse is a powerful cogni-
tive and pragmatic tool [3, p. 197]. Such metaphor-
ical structures as “scorched earth approach”, “battle

for leadership”, “a wave of criticism”, “in the race
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for office”, “in pole position”, “it’s a ripping off the
bandage moment”, “the countrywide party machin-
ery” evoke tension, demonstrate a turmoil, in particu-
lar with a reference to recent socio-political events.

Metonymy, which involves replacing the name
of something with something that is connected to it,
without being the whole thing itself, is as well one of
the most widespread stylistic devices in news report-
ing [5, p. 26] as it allows journalists to convey ideas
concisely and evoke cultural associations effectively.
In the light of the recent news one observes “No 10
refuses to say...”, “...this was from Buckingham
Palace”, “Westminster”, “Trump orders Pentagon
to...”, “The “Dutch Trump” won a landslide”, “The
White House is getting renovated. Can we do the
whole country while we’re at it?” [6] — the latter
example not only uses metonymy but also incor-
porates irony, highlighting how publicist discourse
simultaneously combines institutional authority
with subtle critique. However, contemporary media
discourse mainly tends to adopt a rather neutral and
polite tone in order to maintain objectivity.

Thus, the presence of euphemisms — milder and
socially appropriate substitutions — is observed rather
widely, especially in terms of reporting controver-
sial contexts. Drawing from the ideas of CDA, such
lexical choices are not only about stylistics colorful-
ness of a text but rather about ideological percep-
tion. Euphemisms often conceal power relations and
perform mitigating function. The Guardian’s recent
report on presidential elections in Tanzania used the
expression “strengthen her grip on power” instead
of more direct terms like “establish/exert control
over...” [7] when describing a political strategy of
Tanzania’s newly elected president. Another exam-
ple connected to its description is: “Opponents from
the two main opposition parties in the east African
country have been disqualified” [7]. Drawing from
the direct context of the report, other candidates
have been abducted or persecuted, thus, the verb
choice “disqualified” conveys undemocratic nature
of the action, in milder terms. While giving account
of Gaza-Israel ceasefire, The Guardian reports that
“the precarious truce shows signs of stalling”, using
this mitigating formulation instead of directly stating
the possible renewal of a conflict [8].

The Telegraph utilizes euphemisms as well with
the aim of softening the message. One of the recent
articles on Trump’s meeting with China’s President
states “It is an unconventional approach to diplo-
macy, which is often conducted far from the glare of
TV cameras that follow Mr. Trump everywhere” [9].
Here, “unconventional approach” is used to soften
somewhat “different”, “unpredictable” methods of
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diplomacy. BBC as well follows this line in a recent
reporting of Prince Andrew’s case: “...with Andrew
losing his independent lease and moving to the
King's estate in Sandringham. It's not revealed where
exactly...” [10]. “Losing independent lease” conveys
the fact of being evicted from his residence. Such
lexical choices demonstrate media’s effort to balance
facts with tact, thus proving the previous point of the
importance and topicality of maintaining political
correctness in reporting.

A frequent use of rhetorical questions is observed,
especially in headlines provided by The Guardian —
“Elon Musk, the Anti-Defamation League and the
right: what’s behind the latest blow-up?” [11] and
BBC “Is this finally rock bottom for Mr Andrew
Mountbatten Windsor?” [10]. BBC as well employs
rhetorical questions in the article itself: “Do we
need more transparency around royal property and
finance? How many houses do they have up their
sleeve in Windsor? And what fresh scandals about
Andrew could still emerge?” [10] to highlight a pos-
sible development and emergence of new material
regarding the said case.

These questions are not meant to be answered
but rather they engage the reader, drawing attention
to shocking and sensational content. In this way,
headlines serve both informative and evaluative pur-
pose. The latter, is often achieved through the usage
of certain lexis in the article. Building on the effect
of rhetorical questions, the evaluative word-choice
used throughout articles further shapes the reader’s
perception and emotional response. While questions
draw attention and summarize the issue, a number
of epithets in the report provides explicit or implicit
judgment.

With the help of evaluative lexis, an author can
get closer to a recipient, transcend barriers of com-
munication, and appeal to him/them. The evaluation
function is performed by the adjectives that appeal
to emotional and intellectual feelings (sensor evalua-
tion), adjectives and their synonyms (absolute evalu-
ation), and adjectives that describe a human’s practi-
cal activity (rational evaluation) [12, p. 63]

In a recent reporting of Prince Andrew’s case,
one of the most shocking in the history of the British
Crown, authors use a set of evaluative words with a
condemning tone to frame the scandal. The Guardian
describes the timeline of the wrongdoing with “...
strenuously denied allegations”, “dominated head-

lines”, “Parliament is under mounting pressure” —
words containing a rather negative connotation. The
Telegraph adopts a more metaphorical approach
to the description calling a recent withdrawal of
Prince’s titles as “humiliation for the history books”
and the action with its consequence respectively “...
took some time to finally push the nuclear button —
but Prince Andrew is no more” — implying that the
action itself would bring shocking and devastating
outcomes and “the name of the Duke of York will
be scrubbed out of existence” which aggravates the
seriousness of the offense [13].

Speaking of grammatical features, it is neces-
sary to note that texts of newspaper articles have
such characteristics as a logical and coherent link
between sentences, schematic organization, and
general thematic structure. The main requirements
are literacy in sentence-building, competence in
syntax, grammar, punctuation [12, p. 64]. The fre-
quent use of direct quotations, illustrative content,
references to previous reporting contribute to the
overall coherence and credibility of the material.
In addition, grammatical choices also influence
the perception of the media’s message. A profound
study by Almahameed Y. S., Al Bataineh K. B.,
Ammari R. M. G. analysed the usage of passive
voice in news reports for political purposes. The
authors highlight that passive structures serve
a number of purposes such as focusing or ignor-
ing parts of the discourse and avoiding assigning
responsibility [14, p. 1201]. The combination of
abovementioned stylistic, linguistic devices with
the appropriate grammar construction ensures that
media texts are coherent, credible, appropriate and
persuasive, allowing to shape reader’s opinion or
reinforce pre-existing ones.

Conclusions. The main conclusion that can be
drawn is that publicist style, due to its global nature,
is strategically constructed with the help of lexical,
stylistic, and grammatical devices, which allow jour-
nalists to inform, assess, and subtly influence readers’
perception. Identifying and analysing these linguistic
features can potentially be used in teaching media lit-
eracy within an EFL course, since it helps students
become more aware of the pragmatic function of lan-
guage and teaches them to engage with media dis-
course more consciously. Future studies could fruit-
fully explore this issue further by focusing on gender
and national influence in news reporting.
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