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This study explores the concept of “crisis" in contemporary English-language media discourse, examining its linguistic
representation, semantic dimensions, and rhetorical functions. The research identifies how crisis terminology manifests
across diverse contexts through extensive analysis of major publications, including The Washington Post, The New York
Times, Financial Times, The Independent, and The Guardian. The investigation reveals three primary semantic domains
where crisis language predominates: military and international conflicts, migration challenges, and domestic political
tensions. Beyond dictionary definitions, crisis-related terminology in media serves both descriptive and powerful rhetorical
purposes that shape public perception and policy responses. The study demonstrates that media outlets employ crisis
framing to emphasise urgency and significance, particularly when covering international conflicts, humanitarian situations,
and political instability. Related terms like «catastrophe,» «predicament,» «plight,» and «quandary» function distinctively
in media narratives, often carrying stronger emotional connotations than the more neutral «crisis.» Comparative analysis
across various contexts reveals that while military and international crises are framed through security and humanitarian
lenses, domestic political crises often invoke constitutional concerns and democratic principles. The research further
examines how crisis terminology in economic reporting interweaves with political frameworks, particularly in coverage of
situations like Venezuela’s challenges. This multidimensional analysis illuminates how crisis language in English-language
media describes challenging circumstances and functions as a sophisticated rhetorical mechanism that establishes the
perceived urgency and significance of global challenges, ultimately influencing international discourse and policy formation.
The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of how media representation mediates between political realities and
public comprehension of critical global situations.
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Y ubOMy [OCHIMKEHHI pO3rNAfaeTbCa KOHLUENT «Kpu3a» B Cy4aCHOMY aHrOMOBHOMY MefiadWCKypci, aHanisyeTbes
MOro NiHrBiCTMYHA penpeseHTauisl, CEMaHTUYHI BUMIpU Ta PUTOPUYHI doyHKLii. LLNsxom rpyHTOBHOrO aHanisy npoBigHWMX
BMAaaHb, Bkoyatoum The Washington Post, The New York Times, Financial Times, The Independent Ta The Guardian,
OOCTiIKEHHSA BUSBMSE, K TEPMIHOMNOrIS KpU3Kn NPOSBNSETLCA B PIBHOMAHITHUX KOHTEKCTax. Pesynbrati BU3Ha4aoTh Tpu
OCHOBHi CEMaHTUYHI JOMEHW, [ie NnepeBaXae MoBa KPU3W: BINCbKOBI Ta MiXKHAPOAHI KOHMNIKTW, MirpauinHi BUKNWKK Ta
BHYTPILLIHBOMOMITUYHA HaNPYXeHiCTb. [103a Mexamu CIOBHUKOBMX BU3HAYEHb, TEPMIHOIOriS, MOB'A3aHa 3 KpU30to, Y Megdia
BMKOHYE SIK OMUCOBI, TaK i MOTYXHi PUTOPUYHI PYHKLT, LLIO OPMYIOTb CyCiflbHEe CNPUAHATTS Ta NONITUYHI pilleHHs. [Jocni-
[KEeHHSA JEMOHCTPYE, WO Mejia BUKOPUCTOBYIOTb operiMyBaHHSA Kpy3n ANs NiAKPeCcneHHA HeBiAKNaAHOCTI Ta 3HaYyLLOCTI,
0cobnu1BO NpwW BUCBITNEHHI MiXXKHAPOAHMX KOH(MIKTIB, r'yMaHiTapHMX CUTyaLi Ta NOMiTMYHOI HecTabinbHoCTi. CnopigHeHi
TEPMiHW, SK-OT «KaTacTpoda», «CKpyTHE CTaHOBULLEY, «CKINagHe CTaHOBMLLE» Ta «aunemar, YHKLIOHYTb CBOEPIOHO
B MefiiHMX HapaTyBax, YacTo HEeCyUM CUMbHILLi @MOLiViHI KOHOTaUl, Hix Binblu HeWTpanbHa «kpusax. [MopiBHANBHWUN aHa-
Ni3 Pi3HNX KOHTEKCTIB BUSIBISIE, LLO B TOM Yac K BilICbKOBI Ta MiXKHAPOAHI KpU3W po3rnsaatTbes Kpisb Npuamy 6e3nekun Ta
ryMaHiTapH1X acnekTiB, BHYTPILLHI NONITUYHI KPU3M YaCTO anentoTb A0 KOHCTUTYLINHUX MUTaHb i 4EMOKPATUYHUX NPUH-
umnie. JocnigxeHHs TakoX po3rnsfae, K TEPMIHOMOrS KPU3W B eKOHOMIYHUX MOBIAOMIIEHHAX MepenniTaeTbea 3 noni-
TUYHMMW paMKamm, Lo 0COBMMBO NOMITHO Y BUCBITMEHHI Takmx cuTyauin, sik npobnemun BeHecyenu. Llen 6aratoBuMipHun
aHani3 BMCBITMIOE, SIKk MOBa KpW3u B aHIMOMOBHUX Mefia He nuwe onucye cknafHi obcTaBuHK, ane n pyHKLiIOHYE SK
BUTOHYEHWUIN PUTOPUYHUI MEXaHi3M, LU0 BCTAHOBIIHOE CNPUNHATTS HEBIAKNAAHOCTI Ta 3HAYYLLOCTI rnobarnbHUX BUKNKKIB,
3PELUTOL0 BNMBAKYM HA MiXKHAPO4HWUI ONCKYPC Ta POpMyBaHHS MOMITUKX. Pe3ynbrati cnpusiioTe MMGLLOMY PO3YMiHHIO
TOro, Sk MefilHa penpeseHTalis onocepeakoByE B3aEMOAI0 MK MOMITUYHUMK peanisMu Ta CyChifibHUM OCMUCIIEHHSIM
KPUTUYHKX rnobanbHWUX cUTyauin.

Knro4oBi cnoBa: KoHUenNT, Kpu3a, auckypc katactpod, 3MI, noniTmyHuin guckypc, CEMaHTUYHUI aHani3, pUTOPUYHI

dpyHKLT.

Problem statement. The concept of «crisis» has
become a fundamental element of modern political
and social discourse, evolving significantly from
its etymological origins to its current multifaceted
usage in contemporary media. In the rapidly chang-
ing landscape of global communications, how crises

are portrayed and discussed in publicistic discourse
has become increasingly important for public under-
standing and policy formation.

The English-language media’s treatment of cri-
sis-related concepts reflects broader societal devel-
opments and challenges in the modern world. This
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is particularly evident in the extensive coverage of
international conflicts, economic instability, human-
itarian challenges, and domestic political tensions.
The linguistic representation of these crises in major
media outlets informs public perception and influ-
ences policy responses and international relations.

Contemporary dictionary definitions provide a
foundation for understanding the concept, ranging
from «time of intense difficulty or danger» to more
specific contextual applications in political, social,
and medical domains. However, the actual usage
in publicistic discourse often extends beyond these
basic definitions, incorporating nuanced meanings
and implications reflecting modern global chal-
lenges’ complexity.

The role of mass media in mediating between state
and society adds another crucial dimension to this
analysis. Major news outlets such as The Washington
Post, The New York Times, Financial Times, The
Independent, and The Guardian are primary sources
for examining how crisis-related terminology is
deployed in real-world contexts. These publications'
coverage of various types of crises — from military
conflicts to humanitarian disasters, from political
upheavals to economic instability — provides rich
material for understanding how the concept of crisis
operates in contemporary discourse.

The aim of the research is to analyse and cate-
gorise the usage patterns and semantic variations of
the concept «crisis» in English-language publicistic
discourse, with particular attention to its relationship
with disaster-related terminology.

The subject of the research is the linguistic and
semantic manifestations of crisis-related concepts in
English-language media discourse.

The object of the research is articles and pub-
lications from major English-language news outlets
focusing on crisis-related topics and terminology.

The tasks of the research are to analyse diction-
ary definitions and semantic groupings of crisis-re-
lated terminology, to examine the usage patterns of
crisis-related concepts in political discourse, to iden-
tify the relationship between crisis and disaster termi-
nology in media coverage, to evaluate the contextual
variations in crisis-related language across different
types of reporting, to assess the impact of crisis ter-
minology on public perception of events.

Presentation of the main material. The analysis
reveals several key patterns in how major English-
language media outlets conceptualise and deploy
crisis-related terminology. Crisis language clusters
primarily around three main contexts: military and
international conflicts, migration issues, and domes-
tic political tensions. In military and international

contexts, the term «crisis» frequently appears in
coverage of conflicts like those in Syria, emphasis-
ing both the immediacy of threats and humanitarian
concerns. For instance, coverage of chemical weap-
ons investigations in Syria demonstrates how media
outlets use crisis framing to underscore the gravity of
international incidents.

The European migrant situation offers another
illuminating example of crisis terminology in action.
While British media outlets maintain some distance
from the immediate impacts of migration due to the
UK’s geographical position and stricter entry poli-
cies, they still frequently employ the phrase «migrant
crisis»  when covering events across continental
Europe. This framing helps shape public understand-
ing of migration as an urgent challenge requiring
immediate attention and policy responses.

Domestic political coverage, particularly in
American media, shows another distinct pattern in
crisis terminology. The research found that publica-
tions like The Washington Post increasingly frame
domestic political tensions through the lens of crisis,
mainly when covering constitutional challenges or
threats to democratic institutions. This represents a
notable expansion of crisis terminology beyond its
traditional usage in describing acute emergencies or
disasters.

Economic contexts provide yet another dimension
where crisis terminology plays a crucial role. The
research shows how media coverage of situations
like Venezuela's economic challenges demonstrates
the interweaving of political and economic crisis ter-
minology, illustrating how these concepts often rein-
force each other in public discourse. The study found
that related terms like «catastrophe» «predicament,»
«plight,» and «quandary» serve distinct functions in
media coverage. These terms tend to appear more
frequently in coverage of domestic political issues
and humanitarian situations, often carrying stronger
emotional connotations than the more neutral term
"crisis."

The research ultimately demonstrates that cri-
sis-related terminology in English-language media
serves as a descriptive tool and a powerful framing
device that shapes public understanding of global
events and influences policy discussions. The media’s
deployment of crisis terminology helps establish the
perceived urgency and significance of various chal-
lenges facing the modern world [4].

The concept «crisis» in English is represented
quite widely, confirmed by the vast number of syn-
onyms of the concept «crisis» that can be found in
dictionaries. In our work, we consider this concept
from the political discourse point of view, which
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limits the number of synonymous concepts under
consideration.

In the Oxford Dictionaries, we find the follow-
ing definitions of the concept of «crisis» is a time of
intense difficulty or danger, a time when a difficult or
important decision must be made, the turning point of
a disease is when a significant change occurs, indicat-
ing either recovery or death [2].

Cambridge Dictionary gives the following defini-
tions: 1) a time of significant disagreement, confu-
sion, or suffering; 2) an extremely difficult or danger-
ous point in a situation; 3) a crisis point, a moment
during a serious illness when there is the possibility
of suddenly getting better or worse.

Having studied these definitions, we have formed
groups. The first group includes the most extensive
«crisisy», presented in a political context.

The second group conveys a state of instability
or danger in social, political and international affairs,
leading to decisive changes (catastrophe, predica-
ment, plight, quandary).

English synonym dictionaries, unlike German
dictionaries, do not single out the synonym group
with the meaning «threat» and pay more attention to
people’s everyday lives and the sphere of medicine,
which can speak about the importance of the concept
of «crisis» for ordinary people.

Since the mass media play a unique role in main-
taining relations between the state and society, as
practical material for further research of the concept
«crise», we use the articles of Internet sites www.
washingtonpost.com, http://www.nytimes.com,
http://www.ft.com, www.independent.co.uk/, http://
www.theguardian.com/uk, which present current
news not only from the USA, Great Britain but also
from all over the world. The structure of the sites
allows us to select the required topic and date and
look at examples of the use of the words we have
chosen to analyse. The reader can choose any article
in electronic form on the topic of his interest: politics,
economy, health care, sports, culture, and regional
news. Also, there is a catalogue of current topics in
alphabetical order. It should be remembered that con-
text plays a vital role in interpreting the shades of
meaning of a word.

The concept of «crisis» is widely used in polit-
ical discourse and speaks of the complexity of the
current situation, which has to do with both foreign
and domestic policy. The USA and Great Britain are
today advanced countries world leaders, which deter-
mines their active foreign military policy, which they
conduct rather rigidly:

In the newspaper Independent, we read that the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

has launched an investigation into the alleged use of
chemical weapons: Syria crisis: Chemical weapons
agency sending team to the site of the attack.

The UK intends to respond to the alleged chemi-
cal attack in Douma: Theresa May calls urgent cab-
inet meeting over Britain's response to escalating
Syria crisis [5].

In addition, English-language publications also
cover developments in other countries of the world
in the field of military policy:

Stockholm is concerned with the deterioration of
the security situation in the Baltic Sea region over
the past few years due to Russia's increased military
operations there. Sweden is distributing an updated
version of a Cold War-era civil emergency advice
booklet to some 4.8 million households about what to
do during a crisis, including war [1].

The Gaza Strip is still in a dire situation and has
serious humanitarian problems: The jarring split-
screen images of violence in Gaza and the ceremony
at the U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem this week were a
reminder that American leadership to address the
Gaza crisis remains critical [10].

In English linguoculture, the singling out of
migrant problems on a European scale is also evi-
dent. Fortunately, the UK has been least affected by
the flow of refugees, on the one hand, due to its north-
ern location, and on the other hand, due to a stricter
entry policy. Nevertheless, the term ‘migrant crisis’
appears in the British and American press:

In the French town of Calais, there was a clash
between migrants: The shootout came at a time of
rising tensions over the situation in Calais, a symbol
of France's struggle to manage its part of Europe's
migrant crisis [10].

In the Italian town of Macerata, a far-right activist
killed several migrants: ‘At the grass-roots level, the
so-called European migrant crisis resulted in an esca-
lation in symbolic and physical violence, including
street confrontations, attacks against refugee camps
and punitive expeditions against migrants.

Despite the firm position of the U.S. in the global
community, the domestic policy of the country's gov-
ernment today raises many questions among both the
population and the opposition:

The Washington Post newspaper voices its dis-
satisfaction with Trump's policies and says that he
and his team are busy poisoning the faith of many
Americans in the rule of law and their leaders: Trump
is busy laying the groundwork for not just a legal cri-
sis, or even a constitutional crisis, but a crisis of the
American people; If President Trump fires the bane
of his legal troubles, he could spark a legal and con-
stitutional crisis, Stop waiting for the constitutional
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crisis that President Trump is sure to provoke. It's
here [9].

In the Washingtonpost we read about the political
crisis in Venezuela, which also entails an economic
crisis:

Serious crisis leads to apathy in Venezuelan elec-
tions: But despite impassioned pleas by the candi-
dates, the current campaign seems almost sad by
comparison and marked by apathy as mounting daily
problems like shortages of everything from water to
medicine go unresolved amid a grim economic crisis;
Maduro, who presents himself as the political heir
of Chavez, promises to unveil plans after his re-elec-
tion for rescuing Venezuela from its crisis, which he
blames on U.S. «imperialistsy and their conservative
lackeys in Latin America [1].

Today, the notion of ‘crisis’ is most often used in
military policy and describes the states of various
regions. In English linguoculture, a ‘humanitarian
crisis’ is also used to describe a consequence of mili-
tary conflicts. In addition, this concept is used in texts
related to dissatisfaction with the internal policy of
the US government and in the economic context.

This group of words («catastrophe», «predic-
ament», «plight», and «quandary») is most often
found in contexts describing domestic political prob-
lems related to the activities of the current US presi-
dent. The expressions «plight» and «catastrophe» are
used in these contexts:

The Washington Post newspaper is outraged that
US President Donald Trump is more interested in the
NFL protests than the storm in Puerto Rico:

Washington Post reporters have documented the
island's plight, with people desperate for aid not find-
ing much [3].

Donald Trump's policies continue to focus on coal
mining and laws related to it: During the 2016 pres-
idential campaign, Donald Trump talked about the
plight of the American coal miner scores of times» [9].

The unexpectedness of President Trump's victory
in the presidential election is often attributed to his
great desire to change the existing economic order.
The extent to which those arguments are the cause
of Trump's win is debatable — exit polls showed that
those worried about the economy broadly preferred
Hillary Clinton — but the plight of the white working
class became central to Trump's campaign narrative
[10].

During President Donald Trump's time in office,
the African-American unemployment rate has fallen:
10 hear Donald Trump tell it during the campaign,
African Americans were suffering from a catastrophic
employment situation, with more than half of young
black people out of work [10].

Foreign policy is more characterised by the
expressions «predicament» and «quandary.»

European Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker urges the EU to avoid the same mistakes it
made in the Greek debt crisis regarding Italy: With
regard to Italy's debt problem, Juncker made it clear
that Italy should claim responsibility for its predica-
ment and avoid blaming the EU [8].

Singapore and China may be most affected by
Malaysia's plans to delay significant infrastructure
projects, but that does not mean that bilateral rela-
tions between the two Asian countries and Malaysia
should be terminated, says Malaysian Finance
Minister Lim Guan Eng: [ am sure as good neigh-
bours and as friendly nations, they would understand
our predicament and they would also want to help us
out to resolve them [6].

In issues related to migration policy, this group of
words emphasises the plight of people forced to leave
their homeland and in need of support from European
states:

French police closed a migrant camp in Central
Paris to prevent riots, sheltering refugees: France's
quandary is shared by other European nations seek-
ing to manage the stream of new arrivals, which has
ebbed since the mass Syrian refugee crisis a few
years ago but remains a steady challenge [1].

The same meaning of this group of words can be
traced in the context of military policy:

The Sinai Peninsula is in a humanitarian crisis:
Such is the plight today of about 420,000 people in
North Sinai, a governate of Egypt in the northern
part of the Sinai Peninsula that is the scene of an
Egyptian counterterrorism campaign against Islamic
State militants [6].

From the given examples, we can see that the
expressions of this group describe the people's pre-
dicament and crisis, which was caused by some or
other actions of political leaders.

Fig. 1. The constituents of the concept «Crisis»
in media discourse
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This mind map visualisation shows how the con-
cept of crisis branches into distinct but intercon-
nected thematic areas in media discourse. The main
branches represent the major contextual domains
where crisis terminology appears, while sub-branches
detail specific manifestations and examples within
each domain. The structure highlights how crisis-re-
lated language adapts and varies across contexts
while maintaining connected semantic threads. Each
branch represents a key finding from the research
about how English-language media conceptualises
and deploys crisis terminology. The visualisation
particularly emphasises how the basic concept of
«crisis» extends into various specialised meanings
depending on the context, from military conflicts to
economic challenges to humanitarian situations.

Conclusion. The research demonstrates that the
concept of crisis in English-language publicistic dis-
course functions as a sophisticated linguistic tool
that goes beyond mere description. Its usage patterns
reveal complex interactions between media rep-

resentation and public understanding of challenging
situations. The study shows how crisis terminology
has evolved into a crucial element of modern polit-
ical and social discourse, serving both informative
and rhetorical purposes. The analysis reveals that cri-
sis-related language in publicistic discourse operates
on multiple levels: descriptive, analytical, and rhetor-
ical. This multilayered functionality enables media
outlets to report on crises, frame public understand-
ing, and influence policy responses. The relationship
between crisis and disaster terminology emerges as
particularly significant, with both concepts often con-
veying the complexity and urgency of modern global
challenges. These findings have important implica-
tions for understanding how public discourse shapes
responses to global challenges and how media rep-
resentation influences public perception of critical
situations. The research suggests that careful atten-
tion to crisis-related terminology in publicistic dis-
course is essential for media practitioners and con-
sumers to navigate contemporary global challenges.
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