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The following work deals with the pragma-communicative features of the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting dis-
course, 05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. It is stated that the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is a type of sport discourse — boxing one. It stressed that the given discourse is a complex phenom-
enon of language usage for social practices with pragma-communicative purposes of its participants. It is underlined that
the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, has features of the institutional,
mass media, advertising, ideological, entertaining discourses. It is pointed out that structurally the given discourse consists
of 3 phases: pre-fighting, fighting itself and after-fighting. It is stated that the main pragma-communicative purposes of the
given discourse are: to get victory and become the absolute world heavyweight champion with 4 belts: IBF, WBA, WBC,
WBO, to propagate some ideas, to popularize sports, boxing, sport clubs, styles of living, to popularize countries punch-
ers represent, to advertise and promote some products, services, and brands, to make spectacular show for audience.
It is stated that Tyson Fury used insulting and making fears strategy and tactics to demoralize Oleksandr Usyk, his team
and fans, to make panic among rivals and thus bring victory, while Oleksandr Usyk and his team used strategy and tactics
of peace and balance, as well as strategy and tactics of professionalism and inventiveness, which were more effective
in given discourse and finished in the Oleksandr Usyk and his team victory over Tyson Fury and his team. It is proved
that Tyson Fury and Oleksandr Usyk used images for discourse realization. Oleksandr Usyk used image of the Ukrainian
Cossack chieftain provoking motivation of himself and of his people to win a personal victory over Tyson Fury, as well as
national Victory over the fascist russia, while Tyson Fury used the image of a cool boy, able to make insults, to be narcis-
sistic, disrespectful and arrogant for self- promoting. It is stressed the Ukrainian national values based on the Christian
ideology of love won victory over the values of the immoral society, which is similar to the universal victory of good over
evil. It is obvious that strategy and tactics used by Oleksandr Usyk and his team were more effective than strategy and
tactics used by Tyson Fury and his team and finished in a convincing victory of Oleksandr Usyk over Tyson Fury. Victory
of Oleksandr Usyk and his team over Tyson Fury and his team, successful popularization of Ukraine, its values, culture
and traditions during the discourse realization are considered to be contribution to the common national Ukrainian Victory
over fascist russia.

Key words: sport discourse, boxing discourse, institutional discourse, mass media discourse, advertising discourse,
ideological discourse, entertaining discourse.

MogaHa poboTa npuceaYeHa po3rnsgy nparMa-KoMyHikaTuBHUX ocobnueocTen auckypcy 6oto OnekcaHagpa Ycuka
npotu TancoHa ®'topi, 18.05.24, Ep-Pisia, Cayaiscbka Apasisi. 3asHadeHo, Wwo auckypc 6ot Onekcanap Yeuk — TancoH
®’topi, 18.05.24, Ep-Pisg, Caygiscbka ApaBisi, € pisHOBMOOM CMOPTMBHOMO AWUCKYpCY — auckypcy 6okey. lMigkpecneHo,
O AaHWUM OUCKYPC € KOMMIEKCHUM SIBULLEM BUKOPUCTaHHA MOBW ONS couianbHUX NPaKTUK 3 ypaxyBaHHSAM nparma-ko-
MYHIKaTMBHUMX LiNei Noro y4acHukiB. 3asHaqeHo, Lo amckypc 6oto Onekcanap Ycuk — TaicoH @'topi, 18.05.24, Ep-Pisg,
Caygiscbka ApaBisi, Mae 03HaKM iHCTUTYLINHOTO, MediiHOro, peknamHoro, iAeonoriYHoro, po3BaxanbHoro guckypcis. Mig-
KpecneHo, Lo CTPYKTYPHO AaHWM AMCKYpC cknadaeTbes 3 3 dhas: nepenboto, BnacHe 6oto Ta nicnsboto BetaHoBneHo, Wwo
OCHOBHMMM Nparma-kOMyHiKaTMBHUMM LiNsiMM AaHOro AUCKYPCY €: 3000yTu nepemMory Ta ctatu abContoTHUM YEMMiOHOM
CBITY Yy Baxki Basi 3 4 noscamu: IBF, WBA, WBC, WBO, nponarysatu neBsHi igei, nonynsapuaysaTu cnopT, 6OKC, COpPTUBHI
Knybu, CTuni XUTTS, NONynspu3yBaTh KpaiHw, sSKi npeacTaBnsaoTb 6okcepy, peknaMmyBaTi Ta NPOCyBaTh AesKi NPoayKTH,
nocnyrv Ta 6peHam, CTBOPIOBATU BUAOBMLLHE LIOY Ans rmagadiB. 3a3HaveHo, Wwo TancoH ®'topi BUKOPUCTOBYBAB CTpaTte-
rito i TakTMkK obpa3s i cTpaxiB Ans aemopanisadii OnekcaHgpa Ycuka, horo komanam i B6oniBanbHUKIB 3 METOK BUKINMKATU
naHiky cepen CyrnepHUKIB i TakMM YMHOM JOCArTV nepemorn, Toai sk OnekcaHap Ycuk i Moro komaHga BUKOPMCTOBYBaNU
CTparTerito i TaKTUKy CMOKOK i PiBHOBAru, sik TaKOX CTpaTerilo i TakTUKM npodpecioHaniaMy Ta BUHaxXignMBOCTI, ki Bynu
GinbLw edeKTUBHUMM B JAHOMY AMCKYpPCi Ta 3aBepLumnuca nepemoroto OnekcaHgpa Ycuka Ta Moro KomaHgu Hag Tan-
coHom ®’topi Ta noro komaHaow. [loeeaeHo, wo TancoH ®'topi Ta OnekcaHap YCuk BUKOPUCTOBYBanu neBHi obpasn ans
peanisauii guckypcy. OnekcaHgp Ycuk BUKOPUCTOBYBaB 00pa3s ykpaiHCbKOro KO3aLbKoro oTamaHa, MoTuBytoun cebe Ta
CBii Hapopg Ha 3000yTTa ocobuctoi nepemory Hag TaricoHom ®’topi, a Takox Ha 3000yTTSA HauioHanNbHOI NepeMoru Hag
dhawwmcTcbko pocieto, Togi sk TancoH ®’topi Bukopuctas obpas KpyToro xmonus, 3gatHoro obpaxaru., 6ytu camosa-
KOXaHWUM, HEMOBAXHWM i 3apo3yMinuM 3 METOK MpOCyBaHHSA cebe Ta camopeknamysaTu. HaronoweHo, Lo yKpaiHCbKi
HauioHanbHi LiHHOCTI, 3aCHOBaHI Ha XPUCTUAHCBLKIN igeornorii NoboBi, NepeMornu LiHHOCTI aMopanbHOro CycninbCcTBa,
O MOXHa BBaxaTtu nogibHMm [0 3aranbHOMIOACHKOI nepemory Aobpa Hag 3nom. BoueBuab, Wo crpareris i TakTUKu
OnekcaHgpa Ycuka i horo komaHay 6ynum Ginbll eheKTBHUMU, HiXX cTpaTeris i TakTuku TancoHa ®’'topi i oro koMaHaw,
i 3aBepLUMIINCA NepeKoHNMBO nepemoroto OnekcaHgpa Ycuka Hag TavicoHom @'topi. MNMepemora OnekcaHgpa Ycuka Ta
noro komaHgu Hag TancoHom D’topi Ta MOro KOMaHZOo, YCMillHa nonynsapusauis Ykpainw, ii LiHHOCTeRn, KynsTypu Ta Tpa-
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OWLIN nig vyac peanisavii QUCKypCy BBaXatTbCH BHECKOM Y 3aranbHOHaUioHanbHy Nepemory YkpaiHu Hag dhalumcTCbKo

pocieto.

KntouoBi cnoBa: CnopTWBHWIA OWUCKYPC, AMCKYPC OOKCY, iHCTUTYUIAHWIA OMCKYPC, MELINHUIA OUCKYPC, PEeKnaMHui

OWCKYPC, i8e0noriYyHniA QUCKYpC, po3BaxarbHWUM ANUCKYPC.

Problem statement. Sport is considered to be part
of social life with its prototype of game and competi-
tion [4]. Sport activity as social practice is consid-
ered to be complex phenomenon with the variety of
sport kinds, of sport clubs and schools, sport move-
ments, organizations and unities, with the variety of
sport teams and individuals. Sport activity as com-
plex phenomenon presupposes competition between
2 competitors to win a victory over rival, where
competitors have their supporters, their fans. So, any
sport discourse as a phenomenon of language usage
for social practices with the pragma-communicative
purposes of its participants is a fight of 2 competi-
tors, of theirs fans to receive victory over rival. The
Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse,
05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, belongs to a sport
discourse of boxing, having its pragma-communi-
cative purposes, which need investigation. Given
discourse investigation is acute and actual in terms
of the Ukraine struggling against the fascist russia,
while any Ukrainian people achievement is a contri-
bution to common national Ukrainian Victory.

Literature review. Sport discourse as phenom-
enon of social practices in the sphere of sports with
its proto-type of game and competition has received
great investigation and scientific analysis from differ-
ent angles of research [4; 5; 6; 11]. The given work is
an attempt to make its contribution to the Discourse
Analysis, Critical Discourse Analysis and Linguistics
of Text.

The aim of the paper is to investigate the
Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse,
05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, with emphasis on
its pragma-communicative purposes, using several
methods of scientific research such as pure sampling
method, comparative method, method of simple cal-
culation, discourse analysis method.

The material of the work. The article deals with
the problems of the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury
fighting discourse and its pragma-communicative
features. It is known that boxing match between
Oleksandr Usyk (Ukraine) and Tyson Fury (UK) took
place on the 18th of May at Kingdom Arena, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, with the result of Oleksandr Usyk’s
victory over Fury by split-decision and his becoming
the undisputed champion with the collection of the
world range of IBF, WBA, WBC, WBO belts.

In the given article the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson
Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, is considered to be a certain type of sport
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discourse, boxing discourse, which has features of
the institutional, mass media, advertising, ideologi-
cal, entertaining discourses, which in unity make it a
unique socio-cultural phenomenon of language usage
for the pragma-communicative purposes of its par-
ticipants with emphasis on their social, national, reli-
gious, sexual, professional, gender and other pecu-
liarities and orientations.

Being a type of sport discourse, boxing discourse,
the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting dis-
course, 05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is aimed to
define and nominate the world boxing champion with
the collection of the world range of the IBF, WBA,
WBC, WBO belts.

As institutional discourse, the Oleksandr Usyk
vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, is organized according to the norms
and rules of the Unified Rules of Boxing, adopted
by the Association of Boxing Commissions on the
August 25, 2001 [12].

As mass media discourse, the Oleksandr Usyk
vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, is considered to be a mass media dis-
course of the international or even global level, the
material of which is published in press, broadcasted
by TV, radio, internet.

Being ideological discourse, the Oleksandr Usyk
vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, presupposes to propagate some ides,
some values, style of life. So, Oleksandr Usyk iden-
tifies himself as Christian of the Orthodox Church,
as Ukrainian, as Cossack, descendant of Kiev Rus.
His tolerance, patience, respect and love to people,
his braveness and endurance, his creativity and
inventiveness are able to demonstrate the Christian
and Ukrainian national values in action. Tyson Fury
identifies himself as Gypsy King with his behavior
opposite to Oleksandr Usyk’s behavior: disrespect
to people, insulting and self-glorifying, narcissism
and arrogance, qualities which are associated with
immorality.

Two systems of individual values, of Oleksandr
Usyk vs Tyson Fury, are given in opposition, iden-
tifying the fight of good and evil with a clear vic-
tory of good. Demonstration and propaganda of the
Christian and national Ukrainian values are acute and
urgent in terms of international and global support
to Ukraine, which identifies good, in its struggling
with the fascist, terroristic russia, which identifies
evil. Symbolically, victory of Oleksandr Usyk over
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Tyson Fury is correlated to the universal truth of the
good victory over evil, and thus of the Ukraine vic-
tory over the fascist, terroristic Russia in future.

Moreover, victory of Oleksandr Usyk over Tyson
Fury is symbolic in terms of Ukrainian national
character. The values of freedom, respect to people,
courage and braveness, patience and power of will,
love and dedication for people, based on the Christian
ideology, are the main values of the Ukrainian
previous, modern and (we hope) future genera-
tions and may be the example for other nations and
nationalities.

As advertising discourse, the Oleksandr Usyk vs
Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, plays the role to advertise some ser-
vices and products, to popularize the punchers’ coun-
tries, sports, boxing, sport clubs, organizations.

Thus, the Ukrainian anthem, the Ukrainian
national emblem and flag within the team and fans
clothes; the national flag with the name of the special
purposes unit of the Main Intelligence Directorate of
the Ukraine Defense Ministry “Kabul 9” [2], which
was created at the beginning of the russian invasion
by veterans of the Ukrainian special services and
the Armed Forces; the clothes of Oleksandr Usyk
from the Ukrainian brand “Damirli” [3] in a form
of vyshivanka and Crimea tatars’ clothers, used him
during the press conferences; the Ukrainian chieftain
image choice and the Ukrainian song “Be patient,
Cossack” with lyrics by Olexandr Usyk and music
by Drevo for the fighting show [3]; the choice of the
Ukrainian song «Drum»by Artem Pyvovarov and the
mysterious Klavdia Petrivna for the press confer-
ence of the face-off (stand-off) and punchers weight-
ing before the battle; the advertising of the football
club of Polissy (FC Polissy) as an element of Usyk’s
clothes — were able not only to get fun to the audi-
ence worldwide, but to pay attention to Ukraine, its
people, to popularize Ukrainian culture and tradi-
tions, Ukrainian music and songs, Ukrainian sports
and boxing, to advertise Ukrainian brands of music
and clothes, to promote the Ukrainian sport club.

Such effective marketing and advertising cam-
paign with the Ukraine popularization is especially
urgent and acute in terms of the Ukraine fight against
russian federation for the country independence and
sovereignty. In such way Oleksandr Usyk and his
team made their contribution to the Victory over fas-
cist russia.

Being entertaining discourse, the Oleksandr Usyk
vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, is considered to be a show, oriented
on the audience to get fun of the given competition.
Thus, show orientation correlates with sportsmen
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images: Oleksandr Usyk’s image of the Ukrainian
Cossack and Tyson Fury’s image of a cool boy were
used to entertain audience. Image choice and its real-
ization is made by sportsmen deliberately.

Oleksandr Usyk used image of the Ukrainian
Cossack chieftain during the fight show to identify
himself with the brave generation of the Ukrainian
Cossacks, the brave fighters for justice and indepen-
dence, against evil and its forces, brave defenders of
women, children and elder persons. The image of
the Ukrainian Cossack chieftain by Oleksandr Usyk
was reinforced by the Ukrainian song “Be patient,
Cossack” with lyrics of Olexandr Usyk, motivating
the sportsman for victory over Fury, provoking the
same motivation for the Ukrainian people to struggle
and gain victory over the fascist russia.

The image of the Ukrainian Cossack chieftain by
Olexandr Usyk was reinforced by the allusion usage
in a form of sportsman address to his father during his
first minutes after the fight victory over Fury, similar
to the address of Ostap to his father Taras Bulba at the
moment of his execution on a cross by Polish men,
similar to Jesus Crist address to His Father God at
the moment of his execution on a cross by Israelites:

Father, do you hear me! We did it. We did it [1].

Tyson Fury’s ring image of a cool boy was rein-
forced by the songs of Bonnie Tyler’s «I Need a
Hero» and of Barry White’s «My Everything», which
motivated him and his fans for the victory over Usyk:

With the Gypsy King wearing a backwards cap and
a sleeveless jacket, Barry White’s “My Everything”
blared out at Kingdom Arena. Fury looked as cool as
a cucumber as he began to amble towards the ring.
When enough of “My Everything” had played, the
medley moved on Bonnie Tyler's “I Need a Hero” [7].

Tyson Fury’s ring image of a cool boy was rein-
forced by using him insulting phrases, words of
taboos, warnings to Olexandr Usyk and his team dur-
ing the press-conferences, weight-in and stand-off
before the battle:

I'm ready to rock and voll,” Fury (34-0-1,
24 KOs), 35, said. “Fireworks tomorrow night. I'm
going to knock that f-er spark out. I'm coming for his
heart. That’s what I'm coming for. F—his belts. I'm
coming for his f-ing heart” [9].

Using the strategic behavior of insulting and even
elements of fighting with rival team members, Tyson
Fury tried to demoralize Oleksandr Usyk and his
team, to make them afraid of him, as fears are able
to make panic among rivals and thus bring victory:

“Don't be afraid,” Usyk (21-0, 14 KOs), 37 said
he told Fury, during their faceoff. “I will not leave
you alone tomorrow.” Usyk said. Fury played his
usual mind games throughout the promotion. But
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Usyk was unbothered by them the theatrics. Tyson
Fury dad John Fury head butted a member of Usyk
team earlier in the week. The head butt resulted in a
gash in Furys forehead [9].

But effective tactics of peace and balance by
Oleksandr Usyk and his team with successful fight-
ing in ring made it possible to win victory over Tyson
Fury.

As for its structure, the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson
Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, consists of 3 main phases: 1) pre-fighting;
2) the fighting itself; 3) after-fighting.

The pre-fighting phase presupposes the prepa-
ration to the fight itself: making negotiations and
agreement between punchers and their teams, mak-
ing preparations for sport event, sportsmen training
in sport camps.

The fighting itself consists of: a) the pre-bat-
tle actions of face-off (stand-off) and weighting of
punchers before the battle; b) the battle between
2 competitors to win the victory within the 12 rounds
competition.

Thus, during the pre-battle actions Tyson Fury
refused to stare into the eyes of Oleksandr Usyk on
Thursday night in a tense stand-off before the battle
for the undisputed title on Saturday [8] and Tyson
Fury dad John Fury butted a member of Usyk team
during the weight-in [ 9].

After-fighting phase presupposes: a) competi-
tion analyses, results discussions by the competitors
themselves during the press conferences, by sport
analysts, specialists, boxing punchers, fans, ordinary
people, engaged in this discourse and b) future plans
drawing:

1. The ‘Gypsy King’ was saved by the bell in the
ninth round having survived a standing eight count
forced by a furious assault from Usyk, who added the
WBC belt to his WBA, IBF and WBO titles [7].

2“Fury was boxing like he won the fight”, Lewis
said on DAZN. “No boxer can judge and say they
won the fight. Every time a round was close they
should look at it like a loss” 10].

3. Tyson Fury adamant he won his fight with
Oleksandr Usyk, saying he has the “same answer”
having “watched the fight back lots of times”; The
‘Gypsy King’ is preparing for a rematch with the
Ukrainian on December 21 [7].

Thus, “the second fight” or rematch was proposed
to Oleksandr Usyk by Tyson Fury on October, 2024,
later on December, 21, 2024, is considered to be
future plans of the given discourse.

Summing up the material, it’s important to
stress that the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fight-
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ing discourse, 05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is a
certain type of sport discourse, boxing discourse,
having features of the institutional, mass media,
advertising, ideological, entertaining discourses,
having its 3-phases structure, is considered to be
a complex phenomenon, which needs complex
investigation.

3. Conclusions. Making conclusions of the given
scientific research, we can state that the Oleksandr
Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse, 05.18.24,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is a complex phenomenon
of language usage for social practices with pragma-
communicative purposes of its participants. Being a
certain type of sport discourse — boxing discourse,
the Oleksandr Usyk vs Tyson Fury fighting discourse,
05.18.24, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, has features of the
institutional, mass media, advertising, ideological,
entertaining discourses. The given discourse is aimed
at getting victory and becoming the absolute world
heavyweight champion with 4 belts: IBF, WBA,
WBC, WBO, aimed at propaganda of some ideas, at
popularization of sports, boxing, of sport clubs, some
styles of living, it is aimed at popularization of coun-
tries the punchers represent, at advertising of some
products, services, brands, at making spectacular
show for audience.

Tyson Fury used insulting and making fears
strategy and tactics to demoralize Oleksandr Usyk,
his team and fans, to make panic among rivals and
thus bring victory, while Oleksandr Usyk and his
team used strategy and tactics of peace and balance,
as well as strategy and tactics of professionalism and
inventiveness. Strategy and tactics used by Oleksandr
Usyk and his team were more effective and finished
in the Oleksandr Usyk and his team victory over
Tyson Fury and his team.

Tyson Fury’s and Oleksandr Usyk’s fighting
presupposes image making and its realization.
Thus, Oleksandr Usyk used image of the Ukrainian
Cossack chieftain provoking motivation for himself
to win a personal victory over Tyson Fury and for
the Ukrainian people to get national Victory over
the fascist russia, while Tyson Fury created image of
a cool boy, able to make insults, to be narcissistic,
disrespectful and arrogant. Strategy and tactics used
by Oleksandr Usyk and his team were more effective
than strategy and tactics used by Tyson Fury and
his team and finished in a convincing victory of
Oleksandr Usyk over Tyson Fury.

As complex phenomenon, the given discourse
requires further investigations using different
approaches. Strategies and tactics investigation of
both competitors is considered to be prospective.
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