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This article explores the distinct speech patterns between male and female characters in multimedia text, based on
an analysis of protagonist’s speech from the movie “Split” released in 2016. The main character, Kevin, has dissociative
identity disorder (DID), resulting in him having 23 different identities, many of which are female. The article aims to
investigate whether the character’s speech patterns are affected by identity change. We conducted research by analyzing
the speech of three of his identities: Patricia, who acts as a mother figure for all identities, Dennis, a perfectionist who
cannot tolerate the sight of dirt, and Barry, an artistic personality who enjoys designing clothing. As we delved deeper
into the research, we discovered that it was Dennis all along who pretended to be Barry to hide from their therapist,
Dr. Fletcher, that they wanted to awaken the 24th identity named “The Beast’. We used LIWC-22 (Linguistic Inquiry
and Word Count) for conducting our research. We compared the results obtained and analyzed which category indexes
increased or decreased by referring to the numbers provided in LIWC. The article presents the categories that underwent
the most significant changes. The results were largely consistent with our expectations, but there are still some questions
that require further analysis. One character’s results were quite controversial, as the indexes did not align with the previous
conclusions about gender speech features made by other researchers. For Patricia and Dennis, the indexes obtained
mostly aligned with the expectations. However, Barry’s indexes were closer to female instead of male, potentially due to his
artistic personality. Also, it's essential to note that it was actually Dennis who was pretending to be Barry, and his pretense
may have influenced the index shift as well.
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Y cTaTtTi 4OChimKYTLCA BigMiHHI MOZeni MOBMEHHS YOSOBIKIB Ta XIHOK Y MyNbTUMEAIMHOMY TEKCTi Ha OCHOBI aHanisy
MOBMEHHS ronoBHoro repos dineMy «Cnnity, sakuii Bunwos y 2016 poui. MonosHuii repor, KesiH, Mmae aucouiaTyBHUiA
po3nag igeHTWYHOCTI, B peaynbTaTi 4Yoro BiH AiNMTb CBOK CBIQOMICTb i3 23 pi3HMMM ocobuctoctamu. barato 3 umx
ocobucTtocten € xiHkamu. MeTta cTaTTi gocniguT, Yv BNAMBaKOTb Ha MOBMEHHS NepcoHaxa 3miHa ocobucTocTi. Mu
npoBenu SOCHiAXeHHs, NpoaHanisysaBLUM MOBY TPbOX iAeHTUYHOCTeN KeBiHa: MaTpuuii, ska Bigirpae ponb «matepi» ans
BCiX iHWKX ocobucTocTen; [leHica, nepdekuioHicTa, sikuin He 3HOCUTb 6pyay; Bappi, apTUCTUYHOI NoAUHK, WO NbUTb
po3pobnaTtn amsanHepcbkuii ogar. Cnig 3asHaumTy, wo [eHic Becb Yac npukugascs bappi, wob npuxosatu Big oKTOpa
®neTtyep TOM akT, Lo BOHN HaMaralTbest NpobyanTn 24 ocobucTicTb «3Bipay. [ns NnpoBeAeHHs HALIOro AOCHIAKEHHS
My Bukopuctanu nporpamy LIWC-22. OtpumaHi pesynstati 6ynu nopiBHsHI Ta Hagani 6yno npoaHanisoBaHo Y iHAEKCK
Pi3HNX KaTeropiv 3pocnu, Y 3HU3UIMCSH, Nocunaryncek Ha uudpu, HagaHi nporpamoto LIWC. Y cTaTTi npegcraBneHo
KaTeropii, siki 3a3HanM HanbinbL iCTOTHMX 3MiH. Pe3ynstatv B OCHOBHOMY BiAMOBiZany HalMM OYiKyBaHHSIM, ane Bce
e € geski NUTaHHs, ski NoTpebyoTb 40AaTKOBOrO AOCMiMKEHHS. Pe3ynstatn O4HOro nepcoHaxa BUSIBUNIMCH OOCUTb
CynepeYnmBUMU, OCKINIbKM iHOEKCK He 3biranucsa 3 nonepeaHiMu BUCHOBKaMM LLIOAO reHAEePHUX 0COBNMBOCTEN MOBIEHHS,
BMBeAEHI iHWunMmn gocnigHukamu. ns Matpuuii Ta Jexica otTpumani iHaekeu y 6inbLiocTi 36irnmca 3 odikyBaHHAMM. OgHak
iHaekcu bappi Bynu BnkuMMmn 0O KIHOYMX, HiXX YOMOBIYMX, MOXIIMBO, YEPE3 NOr0 MUCTELIbKY HaTypy. Takox, BaXnnBO
3a3HauunTK, Wo Hacnpasdi [eHic npuknaascs bappi, i ue TakoX MOrno BAAMHYTU Ha 3MiHY NMOKa3HUKIB Y MOBIEHHI.

Kno4yoBi cnosa: reHaepHi 0cobnmnBoCTi MOBNEHHS, MOBIEHHS YOMOBIKIB Ta iHOK, AUCOLiaTUBHWIA po3nag iAeHTUYHOCTI,
LIWC, Cnnir.

Problem statement. The study of gender Literature review. Since gender linguistics has
linguistics is arelatively new field that originated from  been of researchers’ interest for 50 years already,
Robin Lakoff’s works. It focuses on analyzing speech  there are lots of works discussing the matter. The
differences between men and women. However, first works in the field were, as it was mentioned
what happens when a character with dissociative  above, studies of Lakoff R. with her numerous
identity disorder (DID) has an identity of a different  articles and a book published in 1973 “Language
gender? Would writers adjust the speech patterns or ~ and Woman’s Place”, who was the first researcher
maintain consistency since it is the same person?  to point out the differences between how women
To explore this further, we conducted an analysis and men speak. Further many other researchers
speech of a character with DID and compared the introduced their findings, such as Holmes 1.,
results with existing research on gender-based speech ~ Tannen D., etc. With the development of new
characteristics. technologies, it has become easier to perform
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speech analysis using computing programs, that is
how many other modern researches appeared in the
field. As a result, we can see many new works on the
topics, made by researchers who used such means
to show the results obtained from a different angle:
Pennebaker J. W., Newman M. L., Groom C. ].,
Handelman L. D., Leaper C, Ayres M., etc.

The aim of the paper is to understand whether
the change in gender identity influences the way the
character speaks and in what way. To reach the goal
quantitative research method was used. The analysis
was conducted using LIWC-22 (Linguistic Inquiry
and Word Count) [1]. To compare the results obtained
and to realize which category indexes increased
or decreased we refer to numbers about each of
the measures provided by LIWC. The dataset was
constructed from randomly selected subsets of text
from across 15 different types of English language
sets [2, p. 8]. For the research, indexes related to
movies were used from the presented table.

Main findings. The article is based on the movie
“Split” [3]. It tells a story of a man called Kevin who
shares his body with 23 different identities with one
more new “collective” personality coming on the
way. For the analysis, only three of them were taken,
namely: Patricia, a “mother” of all personalities,
who keeps order among them; Dennis, a perverted
guy who likes to watch young girls dance and who
is obsessed with cleanliness; Barry, a designer of
clothes who is allowed to use the physical body only
to speak to their psychologist (Dr. Fletcher) to assure
her that they are doing fine and do not need any
interference from her side. As we further find out,
Dennis pretended to be Barry, to not let Dr. Flethcer
find out about their trying to bring “The Beast” to the
world.

Despite being fiction where many features
shown have been exaggerated, directors followed
“Diagnostic And Statistical Manual Of Mental
Disorders” [4] to make the diagnosis of the character
look closer to reality, which is why we can see
some features of dissociative disorder (DD) that are
consistent with what is written in the manual. The
authors state that the individuals might report feeling
their bodies differently, for example feeling like a
small child or the opposite gender [4, p. 293]. That
is the case for Kevin, as many of his personalities are
female.

Individuals with DID, as explained by the authors,
may display sudden changes in their preferences
for food, clothing, and activities [4, p. 293]. This
is evident in the distinct way that Patricia favors
dresses, Dennis prefers glasses and neatly buttoned
shirts, and Barry always wears gloves, hoodies, and
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a ski hat. Their behavior also varies greatly; Dennis
shows indications of OCPD (Obsessive-compulsive
personality disorder), making him an extreme
perfectionist, Patricia acts as an overcontrolling
woman who experiences sudden outbursts of
frustration when things do not go according to her
plan, and Barry behaves like a kind, cheerful, and
smiling young man who is always happy to share his
new artistic designs with Dr. Fletcher.

In the article “Chronic complex dissociative
disorders and borderline personality disorder:
disorders of emotion dysregulation?”, the authors also
agree that psychological tests showed that DD patients
were most likely to have “a range of psychological
difficulties that likely developed as a result of severe
childhood abuse and disturbances in attachment” [5].
As a child, Kevin was severely punished if he did not
keep things neat and clean, this aspect was portrayed
in Denis, since he feels extremely traumatized when
sees dirt or spots anywhere around him. This can be
also seen in the category “Memory” since Dennis is
the only personality out of the three who has an index
higher than O and slightly higher than the mean,
which is 0.29. It refers to the situation when he tells
Dr. Fletcher his memories about Kevin’s abusive
mother and that it was the reason why he appeared as
an alter identity to protect him.

We shall refer now to the usage of pronouns.
Patricia’s index of first-person plural pronouns is
greatly higher than the mean, which is 5.39 compared
to 3.17 index retrieved from Dennis’ speech which is
also considered higher than the mean. In Barry’s case,
the index is within the norm. When it comes to the
usage of second-person plural pronouns only Dennis
has a higher number, Patricia’s index is within the
norm, while Barry underuses them. These findings
mostly confirm the statement made by Xia, who in her
research “Gender Differences in Using Language”,
states that: “Women prefer to use first person plural
pronouns when they suggest something, even when
she suggests the other person, while men tend to
use the first person singular pronoun, and when he
is suggesting the other person, he will directly use
the second person pronoun” [6, p. 1486]. Dennis
frequently uses the pronoun “we” in his speech,
which may be attributed to his tendency to refer to
all identities rather than just himself. This could also
appear from his and Patricia’s shared fixation on their
perceived extraordinary nature and their belief that
they can unleash “The Beast”, the 24th identity, who
is believed to possess superior strength and speed
compared to an average individual.

If we refer to the third and first-person singular
pronouns, Newman, Groom, Handelman, and
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Pennebaker in their work “Gender Differences in
Language Use: An Analysis of 14,000 Text Samples”
found out that women in their speech used more first-
and third-person singular pronouns [7, p. 220]. When
it comes to the usage of the third person pronouns,
we can see that both Dennis and Patricia have higher
indexes from the mean: 3,17 and 4,17 accordingly.
It is possible to explain this by noting that both
individuals frequently mention “The Beast”, which
they are attempting to awaken to demonstrate their
true potential to the world. However, Barry tends
to use these pronouns less frequently, as we can see
from the index of 0.37, as he does not acknowledge
the existence of the 24th identity and therefore does
not refer to it.

Upon analysis of the usage of first-person
pronouns, a notable difference is observed. While
Dennis and Patricia display average indexes of 4.61
and 4.66, respectively, Barry’s index is significantly
higher at 10.68, surpassing the standard deviation.
This finding aligns with previous research by Rude S.,
Gortner E. M., and Pennebaker J., who discovered
that individuals with depression tend to use more
negative emotion and first-person singular words
[8, p. 1121]. As we uncover later, Barry is actually
Dennis who assumes his identity due to his fear of
Dr. Fletcher discovering his true self and preventing
the manifestation of “The Beast”.

Another thing pointed out in “Gender Differences
in Language Use: An Analysis of 14,000 Text
Samples” is that females in their speech have higher
use of social words [7, p. 37]. Our research material
partially confirms the statement regarding the index
scores of Dennis and Patricia, which are above the
mean at 21.04 and 20.59, respectively. However,
Barry’s index is the lowest at 12.71, possibly due to
his speaking to the therapist and being suppressed by
Patricia and Dennis.

According to the research mentioned earlier,
men tend to use more large words, articles, and
prepositions. Dennis has the highest index for the
category of large words, at 13.83, while Patricia and
Barry have indexes within the normal range, at 10.29
and 10.68, respectively. In terms of article usage,
all three identities have indexes within the norm,
with Barry, Dennis, and Patricia having 5.71, 5.62,
and 5.39, respectively. However, Patricia’s index is
still lower than those of the male identities. As for
prepositions, Dennis’ index is within the norm at
11.38, while Barry and Patricia have 9.21 and 8.82,
respectively, indicating the underuse of prepositions.
These discrepancies warrant further investigation.

Let us turn now to research by Leaper and
Ayres. In their work, they show that women were
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likely to use more affiliative language, while men
had more assertive speech [9, p. 353]. Patricia has
the highest index that goes far beyond the mean:
6,86. When discussing other individuals and the
kidnapped girls, she uses language that falls under
the category of “Affiliation”. This is likely because
the girls temporarily become part of the “family”,
which is necessary for the awakening of “The Beast”.
Dennis has a slightly higher index: 3.46, which may
be caused by his feeling like a part of the group due
to the multiple personalities that live within Kevin’s
body. Barry’s category index falls within the normal
range.

Another category to consider is “Food”. In
Patricia’s case, the category can also be associated
with affiliation, as her index is well above the mean at
1.47. This is because she cares for the kidnapped girls
as if they were her own children, ensuring they do
not starve to death before “The Beast” is awakened,
as they are needed for the ceremony. Barry’s index
is slightly above the mean, but this is because he
wanted to intentionally dirty his clothes with ice
cream to prove to Dr. Fletcher that he was not Dennis
in disguise. Dennis’ index falls within the normal
range, and he only refers to the kidnapped girls as
“food” for “The Beast” when speaking to them.

If we refer to the category “Certitude”, we can
see that Dennis has the highest index among them
all, which is 1.59. This is connected with his being
confident about their greatness, that “The Beast”
actually exists, and that they can awaken him.
Patricia, on the other hand, shows underuse of the
words connected to the category, which is 0,25, since
she is not that concerned about proving the point
to others that “The Beast” will come to existence.
Barry’s index is within the norm.

At the same time, if we take a look at the category
“Clout”, we will see that Barry has the lowest score
of all of them, which is: 18.69. Such number suggests
that Barry acquires more tentative, humble, and
anxious speaking style [10, p. 22]. At the same time,
Patricia’s and Dennis’ indexes are slightly higher
than the mean: 98.75 and 98.3, respectively. This is
most probably connected to the fact that both Dennis
and Patricia are in control of Kevin’s physical body
now. They have suppressed all other personalities,
including Kevin under the pretext of protecting him
from the outer world. Both of them want to show
to other personalities that they were right about the
existence of “The Beast” and want to prove the world
that they are not the ones to be mocked of but to be
feared of.

One more category to distinguish is “Emotions”.
According to the findings of Parkins, women are more
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likely to express happiness, sadness, and fear, while = matched those of other researchers, some deviations
men would more likely to express anger [11, p. 53].  were observed, particularly in the use of first-person
For Patricia positive emotions index is within the  singular pronouns, which may have been influenced
norm: 0.98, but negative emotions and anxiety go by the plot. The “Emotion” category also showed
beyond the mean: 0.98 and 0.74 accordingly. As for ~ some inconsistencies, which can be attributed to the
anger, she has a 0 index. Almost the same situation  storyline. “Affiliation” and “Certitude” categories,
we can see in Barry’s case: his negative emotions  on the other hand, aligned with the results of earlier
and expression of anxiety are higher than the mean: =~ works of other researchers. At the same time, the
1.84 and 1.1. His anger index is also 0 as Patricia’s.  category “Clout” showed some dissimilarities in
The only difference is that he underuses words for  Patricia’s case, but this can also be explained by
expressing positive emotions: 0.37. Dennis, on the  the plot line. Other discrepancies were found in the
other hand, has almost all indexes within the norm:  categories “Prepositions” and “Large words”. Most
positive emotions: 0.58, negative: 0.72, anger: 0.14,  differences from the expected results were found in
while his anxiety index is equal to 0. According to  Barry’s speech. Notably, he showed results similar
the numbers, Barry and Patricia are more emotional  to Patricia’s, possibly due to his artistic profession.
than Dennis, since their indexes are higher than the = However, in this case, it is important to remember
mean: 2.21 for both of them and Denis’ has 1.3 which  that it was actually Dennis who played the role of
is within the norm. Barry, and his pretense may have affected the index

Conclusions. Based on the results, the category  shift. The inconsistencies found in the categories
that showed significant change after the identity = during the research performance need further
switch was “Pronouns”. While most findings investigation.
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