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The study is devoted to peculiarities of using slang during the period of young people’s social maturation. Main features of
this language subcode include lower stylistic status, limited number of lexico-semantic fields, secondary naming, productivity
of metaphorization and synonymy, borrowings from English. The use of slang vocabulary suggests a specific type of
communicative environment to conduct certain linguistic behaviour. The youth itself is a transitional phase of individual’s
social evolution, created by society in the process of its historical development. In our research, we have chosen the division
of the lifetime period «youth» into three stages: pre-adolescence, adolescence, and post-adolescence. The use of slang
vocabulary is typical for all singled out stages of young individual’s development. Key factors to prefer specific language
subcode in communication process are physiological maturation, gaining new social roles, evolution of the system of values.

At the pre-adolescence stage, the use of slang is just a kind of imitation and occurs mostly beyond the necessary context
without taking into account the communicative situation. For their part, adolescents tend to conscious switching language
subcodes. In the process of permanent choosing specific vocabulary, the use of slang is preferred and becomes a priority.
The heterogeneity of peer groups and subcultures also play an important role. Adolescents want to identify themselves
against members of other socio-age groups. Representatives of the above-mentioned stage of social maturation are
characterized by emotional sensibility, which determines the use of slang vocabulary to express an ironic, contemptuous
attitude towards the surrounding world. Hence, there are a lot of lexical units to name different types of physical or mental
flaws in the studied language subcode. At the post-adolescence stage, refocusing of the system of values to the rules and
relationships of adults’ way of life occurs. This causes gradual change of habitual communicative situations, and therefore
giving up the active use of slang vocabulary. Exceptions are people whose jobs are directly related to lifestyle, activities,
and communication of adolescents as a target group.

Key words: socio-age stage, linguistic behaviour, adolescence, peer group, social maturation, communicative
environment.

[ocnigxeHHs NpucBsAYEHO 0COBNMBOCTAM BUKOPUCTAHHS CEHTY B Nepiof coLiarnbHOro Ao3pisaHHa Momnogai. OCHOBHUMM
03HaKaMu 3a3Ha4eHOro MOBHOIO CyOKOAY € HU3bKWI CTUMICTUYHWIA CTaTyC, OOMEeXeHa KinbKiCTb NTEKCUKO-CEMaHTUYHUX MOniB,
BTOPUHHICTb HOMiHaUil, NPOAYKTMBHICTb MeTacopmsalii Ta CMHOHIMII, 3an03MYeHHs 3 aHMmINCbKoi MOBMW. BukopuctaHHs
CIEHIrOBOI NEKCMKM nependavae NEBHUIA TUN KOMYHIKAaTUBHOMO cepefoBuLLa ANsi peanisalii BignoBigHOI MOBHOI NoBeaiHKM.
BnacHe monogicTb € nepexigHoto ha3oto cycninebHOi eBOSHOLT 0COBMCTOCTI, CTBOPEHOHO NMIOACTBOM Y NPOLIECi NOr0 iCTOPUYHOIO
pO3BUTKY. Y HallOMy AOCHigKEeHHi 0bpaHO MoAin XWMTTEBOrO Mepiody «MOMOAICTb» Ha TpW €Tanu: [0aA0NECLEHTHUN,
afonecuUeHTHUA Ta nicrnsagonecueHTHWn. BUKopncTaHHA CreHroBol NEKCMKM NputaMaHHe Ans BCiX BUOKPEMITEHUX eTaniB
pO3BUTKY MOMOA0I 0cobumcTocTi. KntoyoBUMM YMHHMKAMU Ha4aHHS nepeBary B NPOLECi CMinkyBaHHS BignoBigHOMY MOBHOMY
cybkopay € gpisionoriyHe [o3piBaHHS, HAbYTTS HOBMX COLLiarbHMX PONEi, €BOMNIOLSt CUCTEMM LIIHHOCTEN.

BukopucTaHHa crneHry Ha JoafornecueHTHOMY eTani € nuwe HacnigyBaHHsM i BinbyBaeTbcs 3a4ebinbluoro nosa
HeoOXigHMM KOHTEKCTOM 6e3 BpaxyBaHHS KOMYHIKaTUBHOI CMTyaLii. Y CBOI Yepry, agofecueHT CXWUMbHI 4O CBiAOMOro
nepemMmKkaHHs MOBHUX cybkopiB. Y npoLeci NOCTiHOro BU6opy cneundivyHoi NEKCUKN NepeBara Ha4aeTbCst BUKOPUCTAHHIO
CreHry, SKUI cTae npioputeTHUM 3acobom cninkyBaHHs. Benuky ponb Bifirpae Takox HEOQHOPIAHICTb rpyn OAHONITKIB
i cybkynbTyp. AQonecueHT1 nparHyTb igeHTudikyaTi cebe Ha Tni YneHiB iHLWKnX couianbHO-BiKOBUX rpyn. [ns npeacTaBHuKIB
3a3HayveHoi cTagil CycninbHOro A03piBaHHA xapakTepHa emoLiiHa BpasnuBiCTb, IO 3YMOBMHE BUKOPUCTAHHSA CrEHry
AN BUPaXKEHHS ipOHIYHOIO, 3HEBAXXNMBOIO CTABMEHHS 4O HABKOMMULLHLOTO CBITY. 3BiACK, HAABHICTb Y OOCMimXYBaHOMY
MOBHOMY CyOKOAi BEMMKOI KiNbKOCTi EKCUYHUX OAMHMLE HA NO3HAYEHHS Pi3HMX TUNIB pidnyHMX abo NCUXiYHUX HELOMIKIB.
Ha nicnsagonecueHTHoMy eTani BigOyBaeTbCsl NepeopieHTallisi CUCTEMM LHHOCTEN Ha npaBuna i BiZHOCMHW, BMNacTuBi
cnocoby xutTa gopocnux. Lle 3ymoBnioe nocTynosy 3MiHY 3BMYHWUX KOMYHIKGTMBHUX CUTYyaUild, a OTxe, 1 BiAMOBY Bif
aKTMBHOTO BXMBAHHS CMEHIOBOI NIeKCUKU. BUHATOK cTaHOBNATL Nnitogu, poboTa skux 6esnocepegHbo NoB’si3aHa 3i CTUNEM
XUTTS, QiSMbHICTIO Ta CMiflkyBaHHAM aJ0MNeCLeHTIB SK LiNnbOBOI rpynu.

KntouoBi cnoBa: cycninbHO-BiKOBWMA €Tan, MOBHa MOBEeAiHKa, adOrnecuUeHTHICTb, rpyna OAHONITKIB, couianbHe
[03piBaHHS, KOMYHIKaTUBHE cepedoBULLe.

Formulation of the problem. Both in Ukrainian = guage. This language subcode is mainly featured
and foreign German studies, youth slang vocabulary by its lower stylistic status, limited number of lex-
is considered an important component in the lexical  ico-semantic fields, secondary naming, productivity
and phraseological system of modern German lan-  of metaphorization and synonymy, borrowings from
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English. Pragmatic effectiveness of the given lin-
guistic phenomenon is one of the key reasons for its
spread at the present stage of society development.
New challenges caused by internet technologies,
social network communication, media and adver-
tising industry have created favorable conditions
for the use of substandard, emotionally charged,
and morphologically remarkable slang vocabulary
to increase the impact on target audience within
German-speaking communicative environment. A
close interaction of young people’s language subcode
with colloquial German also determines rapid growth
in popularizing slang vocabulary. At this level, there
is active borrowing of slangisms, followed by grad-
ual loss of their original subcultural connotation,
and further registering in the dictionaries of standard
German, which is considered the final stage of lan-
guage innovations evolution [10, p. 834].

At the same time, the issue of youth slang’s nature
as a linguistic phenomenon requires an in-depth
study of the communicative environment, which cre-
ates conditions to prefer this specific vocabulary, as
well as a detailed analysis of socio-age peculiarities
of its creators and active users. Hence, the relevance
of our study is determined by the need not only to
clarify age limits of the active phases of using slang,
but also to find out social preconditions influencing
the sequence and distinctions of these individual’s
lifetime periods.

Taking into consideration social and age condi-
tionality of slangisms’ formation and functioning,
the use of this language subcode suggests a specific
type of communicative environment to conduct cer-
tain linguistic behaviour. In our opinion, the practical
value of the given research lies in the possibility of
applying the results obtained to analyze the structure
and semantics of slang vocabulary in general.

Analysis of recent research and publications
has shown that in defining the youth as a specific life-
time stage, setting age frames of each of its periods is
carried out taking into account the influence of social
factors. A number of researchers tend to believe that
it is impossible to establish a common classification
for the development period between childhood and
adulthood due to the individuality of young people’s
psychological maturation. The latter is determined
by diversity of contacts, including relations with
peers and adults, participation in various subcultural
activities, internet and media impact, differences in
the process of obtaining relevant social roles and
responsibilities [6; 12; 14]. It should be noted that
in the analyzed scientific works, there are signifi-
cant divergences of views concerning establishing
frames of the youth age and the period of active
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use of slang vocabulary. The first one is considered
to be much longer. According to a number of scien-
tists, it may reach the age of 35 years. In turn, the
phase of individual’s self-identification as a member
of socio-age group «youth» through the use of spe-
cific substandard lexical and phraseological units is
defined as much shorter — from 13 to 18 years. Some
Germanists claim that this period can last up to 22
years [5, p. 6]. We think that such vagueness of the
above-mentioned age frames is determined by social
factors, mainly the peculiarities of an individual’s
acquisition of certain social status and his (her) tran-
sition to adulthood.

The purpose of the article is to define the socio-
age group «youth» in terms of the use of relevant
language subcode, to establish key periods of young
people’s development in the process of becoming
members of the German-speaking communicative
environment, as well as to find out factors of con-
scious use of slang at each of the singled out stages.

The object of the study is represented by young
people as an age and social group, adolescents as a
part of this group, and slang vocabulary as a means
of their everyday communication. The subject of the
study are peculiarities of the use of slang at corre-
sponding stages of social maturation.

In our paper, the following methods of scientific
research have been applied: the method of analysis
and synthesis has been used to study publications
on the issues under consideration, by means of the
descriptive method we have found out factors of
increasing and decreasing activeness of using slang
vocabulary, while the inductive method has helped
reveal determinants of this process.

Scientific novelty of the article is in the gener-
alization of approaches to determining the place of
young people in general, and adolescents in particu-
lar, among other groups forming the overall German-
speaking communicative environment, as well as
highlighting key extralingual reasons for the use of
slang vocabulary.

Results and discussions. The results of the study
of the above-mentioned scientific works allow us to
assert the socio-cultural conditionality of people’s
life division into three stages: childhood, youth, and
adulthood [9, p. 340]. Compared to this, the natural
lifetime division consists of only two main periods:
childhood and adulthood [4, p. 5].

As for the youth stage, it is considered a transi-
tional phase of individual’s social evolution, created
by society in the process of its historical development.
Hence, this period is of an artificial nature in terms of
physiology [13, p. 65]. The life stage «youth» was
not typical for the early stages of human civilization,
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when transition from childhood to adulthood didn’t
last too long and was mainly based on traditions of a
certain community. Much later, the youth stage had
been singled out as a separate transition period, the
main goal of which was social adaptation expressed
in preparation for proper performing «adult» social
roles [13, p. 67]. During this time, switching the indi-
vidual’s roles according to norms and values of adult
society is being intensified along with the process of
physiological maturation.

Thus, W. Hornstein and W. Thole suggest to con-
sider youth as a social, historically formed, and per-
manently changing group [8, p. 443]. In this regard,
the issue of a definition and detailed sociolinguis-
tic description of youth is closely correlated to the
gradual increase of youth stage’s duration under the
influence of corresponding social processes. These
include, first of all, increasing duration of education
period. As a result, young people begin their profes-
sional career and family life, which are one of the
indicators of individual’s social maturity, at a later
age. Thus, the status of a «full member» of society is
also achieved later.

In this regard, we can assume the possibility of
further increasing duration of the youth phase at the
future stages of human civilization’s development.
Having the opportunity to study for a longer time, and
thus, to maintain the status of representatives of the
transitional stage of social maturation, young people
see the benefits associated with the lack of full respon-
sibility for themselves and people around them, trying
sometimes to extend this period as long as possible.
That is why, integration into the environment of adults
by starting an independent professional activity or
changing marital status occurs too slowly [4, p. 7].

To find out the reasons for young people’s active-
ness in using slang vocabulary at certain stages of
their physiological and social development, as well
as to establish the key factors of this process, we have
chosen the division of the lifetime period «youth»
into three stages: pre-adolescence, adolescence, and
post-adolescence [11, p. 312].

In our study, we suggest to consider adolescence
as a socio-age stage of young people’s development,
when they are not regarded as children, on the one
hand, and do not have the status of adults, on the other
hand. In terms of sociolinguistics, this period lasts at
the age of 13 to 18 years. Although, depending on the
convergent impact of environmental factors (such as
financial status, level of education, subcultural affili-
ation, etc.), it may be different in duration.

At the stage of pre-adolescence (up to about 12
years), the choice of communication patterns is sig-
nificantly determined by communication patterns
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inherent in the family, which usually depends on
social and financial status of parents [6, p. 8]. In
the formation of pre-adolescents’ active vocabulary,
there is a strong focus on the linguistic behaviour of
adult family members. Another reason for choosing
lexical and phraseological units is communication at
school, where linguistic behaviour of teachers mat-
ters. At this stage, the communicative environment of
peers is gaining in importance for transformation of
the system of values, including linguistic behaviour
[2, p. 69], but is not yet determining. As a rule, the use
of slang during the above-mentioned period of young
individual’s development, is just a kind of imitation
and occurs mostly beyond the necessary context
without taking into account the communicative situ-
ation [2, p. 69]. On the other hand, this unconscious
use of slang vocabulary contributes to the transition
to the period when the influence of peer and subcul-
tural groups on young people’s linguistic behavior
increases significantly. The internet, new media, and
social networks, which represent slang vocabulary as
one of the integral components of self-identification,
play an important role as catalysts for this process.

Adolescence is an important socio-age stage in
the process of forming young individuals. This is
where the young people’s transformation from family
members to members of society takes place, accom-
panied by weakening influence of family values and
increasing role of peer groups in the choice of com-
municative patterns [1, p. 5]. Adolescents identify
themselves with these micro-teams, trying to gain the
desired status in them. Becoming active participants
in various sorts of subcultural activities, young rep-
resentatives of German-speaking society tend to con-
scious switching language subcodes. In this process
of permanent choosing specific vocabulary, the use
of slang is preferred and becomes a priority.

The next reason for intensification of using slang
vocabulary at the adolescence stage is the hetero-
geneity of peer groups and subcultures. According
to M. Chun, modern society is characterized by the
existence of various systems of values that often
oppose each other [4, p. 46]. As a result, young peo-
ple want to identify themselves against representa-
tives of other socio-age groups. An effective tool here
is language creativity expressed in the formation of
specific vocabulary. Adolescents are likely to create
new words and collocations, the functioning of which
sometimes occurs only in communication within a
particular subcultural group. Adopting these neolo-
gisms determines high dynamics of slang vocabulary,
constant changes in its core structure, formation of
a number of morphologically remarkable, expres-
sively charged lexical and phraseological units. The
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secondary nature of the studied language subcode in
comparison with standard German determines the
most productive ways of its word formation, namely
making compounds, metaphorization, and borrowing
from other languages (first of all, from English).

The adolescents’ wish to verbally oppose the lin-
guistic behaviour of adults is a no less significant
factor of using slang vocabulary [2, p. 72]. Gradual
weakening of the influence of parents’ and teachers’
communicative patterns along with the lack of a full
set of adults’ social roles create the preconditions for
a verbal protest. In this case, young people tend to
use rude and obscene vocabulary. Although, the share
of pejoratives in slang vocabulary varies, depending
on the social standing of a certain peer group.

Emotional sensibility of adolescents determines
the use of slang vocabulary to express an ironic, con-
temptuous attitude towards the surrounding world. In
the studied language subcode, we have found a lot
of lexical units to name different types of physical
or mental flaws. Exaggerated vulnerability in percep-
tion of reality, accompanied by the process of phys-
iological maturation cause the propensity to the fre-
quent use of superlatives made by means of adding
prefixes «super-», «hyper-», «ultra-», etc.

The post-adolescent stage of young people’s
social development usually occurs between 25 and
30 years. At this time, there is refocusing of the sys-
tem of values to the rules and relationships of adults’
lifestyle, the key characteristic of which is aware-
ness of responsibility not only for themselves but
also for others [3, p. 177]. Getting married, finding
a job, giving birth and raising children, inclusion in
a number of other non-adolescent social roles deter-
mine gradual change of habitual communicative
situations, and therefore giving up the active use of
slang vocabulary. Professional activity, the need for
career development lead to breaking the peer group
and subcultural links established at the adolescence
stage [2, p. 74]. Changes in the circle of commu-
nicative partners determine the need to use standard
vocabulary. Finally, the process of social maturation
is complete, which can be seen in the loss of the wish
for new language experiments. Hence, slang ceased
to be considered a means of self-identification and
achieving a desirable group status.

Meanwhile, most post-adolescents continue
using lexical and phraseological units, which were
typical for communication within their former peer

groups. These words and collocations were pre-
viously defined as elements of slang vocabulary.
Given the dynamic changes in the core structure of
the studied language subcode, they are not consid-
ered as «youth» vocabulary by the following genera-
tions of adolescents. However, there are exceptions,
which mainly concern representatives of certain jobs
directly related to lifestyle, activities, and communi-
cation of adolescents as a target group (for example,
musicians, bloggers/vloggers, television presenters,
songwriters) [2, p. 75].

Conclusions. The results of the study make it
possible to assume that youth is a separate stage in
individual’s social development, which is historically
formed by society to optimize transition from child-
hood to adulthood. There is a tendency to increase
the length of this lifetime phase due to the longer
duration of education period, on the one hand, and
the unwillingness of young people themselves to take
on all the social roles of adults, on the other hand.

The use of slang vocabulary is typical for all sin-
gled out stages of young individual’s development.
The key factors to prefer specific language subcode
in communication process are physiological matura-
tion, gaining new social functions, as well as evo-
lution of the system of values. At the pre-adoles-
cence stage, the latter is formed mainly under the
influence of parents and teachers, while during the
post-adolescence period, giving preference to stand-
ard vocabulary over slangisms is caused, as a rule, by
professional reasons and changes in lifestyle. As for
adolescents, their main values are determined by sub-
cultural and peer group affiliation, and slang is one of
the means to achieve the desired status in these parts
of German-speaking community. Thus, the need for
originality, creativity, expressiveness becomes help-
ful and efficient. The try to show protest against
traditional communicative patterns established by
adults also plays an important role in the active use
of slang by adolescents, who usually identify them-
selves against representatives of other socio-age
groups. Further extralinguistic reasons for preferring
slang vocabulary are adolescents’ sensibility and vul-
nerability, which are verbalized in various language
patterns to express hesitation, exaggeration or irony.

The results of the study can be applied in research-
ing lexico-semantic division of youth slang vocabu-
lary and peculiarities of its interrelations with other
language subcodes of modern German.
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Y ctatTi okpecneHo 6a30Bi XxaHPOBI 03HAKM MiPXKHApOAHUX KOHBEHUi OpraHisauii 06’egHaHnX Haui SK YaCTUHW MidKHa-
POOHO-NPaBOBOIo AUCKYPCY, @ TAKOX BU3HAYEHO IXHE PYHKLiOHanbHe npusHaveHHsa. Ha matepiani koHseHuin OOH TpaH-
CNopTHOro cnpsiMyBaHHs (“BigeHcbka KoHBeHLis npo gopoxHin pyx”, “KonseHuis OOH 3 mopcbkoro npasa (FOHKJIOCY)”,
“MuTHa KOHBEHLIiS NPO MiXXHAapOAHE NepeBe3eHHs BaHTaxiB i3 3acTocyBaHHAM kKHWxkku MMM (KoHseHuis MIMA)", “KoHeeH-
Lis Npo yHicpikauito Aesiknx npasuin MixkHapogHWX NoBITPsIHUMX NepeBe3eHb (MoHpeanbcbka koHBeHLis)”, “KoHeeHuis OOH
NPO KOHTPaKTU Ha MiXKHapoaHe NepeBe3eHHs BaHTaXiB MOBHICTIO ab0 YaCTKOBO MOPCLKUM TpaHcnopToM (PoTTepaamMchki
npaeuna)”’, “KoHBeHLUist IPO JOroBip MiXkHAapO4HOro aBTOMOBINIEHOrO NepeBe3eHHs nacaxupis Ta 6araxy (KAMM)” Ta “KoH-
BEHLiS1 NpO MibKHaApOoZHi 3anis3HudHi nepeseseHHst (KOTID) srigHo 3 Tekctom [MpoTtokony 3miH Big 3 yepBHsa 1999 poky”)
OKPEeCneHo OCHOBHI MOBHI 0COBNMBOCTI L€l rpynu TEKCTIB MiXXHApO4HO-NPaBOBOrO AUCKYPCY Ha NEKCUYHOMY, rpamaTtuy-
HOMY, 30KpEMa i CUHTAKCUYHOMY, | CTURNICTUYHOMY PiBHSAX. BCTAHOBNEHO, L0 NEKCUYHUIA PiIBEHb MiXKHAPOOHWX KOHBEHLIiN
OOH TpaHCnopTHOro CNpsIMyBaHHA XapakTepu3yeTbCsl BUKOPUCTaHHAM 3aranbHoil (CyCrinbHO-MOMAITUYHOI), cnevianbHOT
Ta TEPMIHOMOrYHOI rpyn NEeKCUYHUX oaMHMUbL, abpesiaTyp (akpoHiMiB Ta iHiuianbHWX abpesiaTyp), iHTepHaLioHani3miB
i HeacUMINbOBaHMX 3aMo3nyeHb 3 NATUHCBLKOI Ta PPaHLly3bKOI MOB, @ TaKOX BCTABHMX CIiB, LUO NpUTamaHHi 4inoBumM
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